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Mass.) has stated through a spokeswoman 
that: ??? when it comes down to it, he’s on 
the wrong side of civil rights.’’ I strongly 
agree with the Senator. I reviewing the opin-
ions of Alito, even with my law laity status, 
I have concluded beyond logical challenge, 
that this nominee has repeatedly made dif-
ficult for those claiming to have been vic-
tims of discrimination to prove it or to even 
get a trial. 

Should Alito receive Senate confirmation, 
he will replace retiring Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor who often cast the critical swing 
vote that protected civil rights. Alito’s addi-
tion to the Court means that it will clearly 
move to the right. With affirmative action, 
Voting Rights Act reauthorization and other 
issues likely to be considered by the Su-
preme Court, it would behoove minorities 
and people of good will to seek additional in-
formation, should they desire such, and in 
the opinion of the 60’s soul group Charles 
Wright and the Watts 103 Street Rhythm 
Band, ‘‘Express Yourself!’’ 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. JULIAN M. 
EARLS, DIRECTOR, NASA GLENN 
RESEARCH CENTER 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Julian M. Earls, upon 
his retirement as Director of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration’s (NASA) 
Glenn Research Center in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Dr. Earls’ service at NASA Glenn reflects 4 
decades of leadership, accomplishment and 
discovery. 

Dr. Earls’ exemplary service and expertise 
within the ever-transforming frontier of space 
aeronautics began at NASA Glenn in 1965 
and is a legacy that spiraled from a brilliant 
academic foundation. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in physics from Norfolk State Univer-
sity, a master’s degree in radiation biology 
from the University of Rochester, School of 
Medicine and Dentistry, and a doctorate de-
gree in radiation physics from the University of 
Michigan. 

His exceptional standing at NASA Glenn 
was framed by integrity, vision, innovation and 
accomplishment. His incredible intellect was 
equally matched by his congenial nature and 
his ability to form vital bonds with staff mem-
bers and with local, national and international 
leaders in the field of aeronautics. Dr. Earls’ 
work included the development and direction 
of programs necessary to accomplish the mis-
sions of the Center. His work spanned the 
scope of research, technology, and systems 
development programs in aeronautical propul-
sion, space propulsion, space power, space 
communications, and micro-gravity sciences in 
combustion and fluid physics. Dr. Earls has 
written for 28 educational and technological 
journals and he wrote the first health physics 
guides for NASA Glenn. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Dr. Julian M. Earls, 
whose integrity, expertise, commitment and 
leadership has infused energy and possibility 
throughout all operations at NASA Glenn Re-
search Center. His 40-year legacy of achieve-
ment and leadership will continue to exist as 
a foundation of learning and exploration, 
where the promise of dreams, discovery and 

hope take flight. I wish Dr. Earls and his family 
an abundance of good health and happiness, 
today and always. 

f 
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DREWS ON HER RECORD SET-
TING 1218TH VICTORY 
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OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a true champion for public education 
and women’s athletics, Leta Andrews of 
Granbury, Texas, head coach of the Granbury 
Lady Pirates’ basketball team. Coach Andrews 
recently recorded her 1218th victory, making 
her the winningest girls’ high school basketball 
coach in U.S. history. Since coaching her first 
game in 1962, Coach Andrews has come to 
personify the values of hard work, dedication, 
and responsibility that she has instilled in her 
players over the years. 

Coach Andrews is now in a category of her 
own making because of her commitment to 
excellence and unique ability to motivate, 
mold, and mentor young lives. While we honor 
her coaching success on the basketball court, 
it is her positive example and lasting influence 
on the lives of her players off the court that 
will be remembered most. That remarkable 
achievement alone is enough to qualify her for 
anyone’s hall of fame. 

Coach Andrews’s impact on women’s ath-
letics will continue for years to come. We can 
all rest assured that Coach Andrews’s exem-
plary mark on history will serve as an inspira-
tion for teachers and coaches of all sports ev-
erywhere. 

At this time, it is my privilege to honor the 
extraordinary achievements of Coach Leta An-
drews in her 44 years of coaching and I per-
sonally want to thank her for the shining ex-
ample to us all and wish her well in future en-
deavors. 
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HONORING JERRY AND LILLIAN 
FRIEDMAN 
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OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, Jerry and Lillian 
Friedman are celebrating their 50th anniver-
sary, two wonderful people who have worked 
as much for their community as for them-
selves. 

Jerry was a Brooklyn boy who saw the light 
and moved to the Bronx. There he met Lillian 
and in 1955 they married. They have two chil-
dren, Evelyn and Stuart, a son-in-law, Mark, 
and two grandchildren, Sophie and Benjamin. 

Lillian was a Girl Scout, and when their 
daughter was old enough to join the Scouts, 
Lillian became a Girl Scout Leader. Jerry was 
a Boy Scout in Brooklyn, and later a Scout-
master as part of a 65-year relationship with 
the Scouts. 

They were both involved in their commu-
nities. They organized tenant-help groups, 
leading to lower rents and improved upkeep of 

the apartments. In Co-Op City in the Bronx 
they helped to form a building association with 
Jerry eventually becoming a member of the 
Board of Directors and First Vice President. 

Both were also active in local Democratic 
politics. 

Jerry and Lillian are the kind of people who 
make a community more of a community. I 
ask all who believe in love to join me in cele-
brating their 50 years together. 
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TRIBUTE TO STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE MARK HASS 

HON. DAVID WU 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on behalf 
of myself and the people of Washington Coun-
ty, Oregon to thank State Representative Mark 
Hass for his service. His enthusiasm, dedica-
tion and success can be attributed to one sim-
ple thing: a love for Oregon. Representative 
Hass chose to turn his compassion into action; 
to make a real difference for Oregonians. 

Mark Hass has served his constituents in 
Beaverton and the state of Oregon with great 
distinction for the last three legislative ses-
sions. In 2001, Governor John Kitzhaber 
signed into law the Hass Scholarship bill 
which created incentives for businesses to set 
up scholarship funds for employees. Making 
college more affordable is a passion he and I 
share. 

Mark Hass has fought for and secured more 
high quality early intervention and full day kin-
dergarten in Oregon so our children start off 
with the tools they need to learn and succeed. 

He served as House Whip and as vice-chair 
on the Revenue Committee where he 
mentored newly elected legislators and be-
came a strong advocate for restructuring Or-
egon’s tax system. 

He returns now to private life and to his 
family, but we are all better off today because 
Mark Hass has come forward to serve the 
State that he loves. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
LUCILLE CRISAFI 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Mrs. Lucille Crisafi, 
devoted wife to her late husband, Ralph 
Crisafi, devoted aunt and great aunt, and dear 
friend to many. Let us celebrate her life as her 
friends and loved ones gather in tribute to her 
100th birthday. 

Mrs. Crisafi grew up in Cleveland’s Clark- 
Fulton neighborhood and later moved to 
Parma. In 1927, she married Ralph Crisafi. 
Their shared values of work, faith, family and 
community were reflected throughout this 
Westside neighborhood. For many years, Mr. 
and Mrs. Crisafi owned and operated an appli-
ance store, located on the corner of Clark and 
Fulton Roads. Although they never had chil-
dren, they were devoted to their nieces, neph-
ews and the children of the neighborhood, all 
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of whom affectionately referred to them as 
‘Aunt Lu’ and ‘Uncle Ralph.’ 

Mrs. Crisafi remained in her home 25 years 
after her husband passed away. Her life-long 
spirit of activism and volunteerism with St. 
Rocco’s Catholic Church continues to uplift all 
aspects of the parish. She has been an active 
member of the Holy Family Sodality of St. 
Rocco’s for 72 years and served as the Finan-
cial Secretary for nearly 20 years. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Mrs. Lucille ‘‘Aunt 
Lu’’ Crisafi, as we join her in celebration of her 
100th birthday on December 13. At 100 years 
young, Mrs. Crisafi’s sharp intellect, quick wit, 
kind smile and spirit of love and generosity for 
others shine brighter than ever and continues 
to illuminate the hearts of friends and family 
along Clark Avenue, throughout St. Rocco’s 
parish, in Parma, Ohio and far beyond. I wish 
Mrs. Crisafi a joyous birthday and many bless-
ings of peace, health and happiness today 
and always. Cent’ Anni, Aunt Lu. 
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TRINITY CATHOLIC 
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HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 
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Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to congratulate Trin-
ity Catholic High School of Ocala, Florida on 
its first-ever football state championship. 

On Saturday, December 3, the Celtics com-
pleted an undefeated season by defeating 
Pahokee High School 37 to 30 in front of 
4,327 fans at Florida International University to 
clinch the Class 2B state title. 

Coach Kerwin Bell and his Celtics became 
the first team to bring a state championship in 
football to Marion County since 1979 in only 
the fourth year of the program’s existence. 
The Celtics’ season slogan, ‘‘It’s our time,’’ 
embodied the determination that they showed 
in pursuing their goal. Despite a furious come-
back by Pahokee to tie the game in the 4th 
quarter, the team pulled together and pre-
vailed in a game that came down to the final 
whistle. The hard work of this group of young 
men has served as an inspiration to Ocala 
and Marion County and I congratulate them by 
saying, ‘‘It is your time.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF TATIANA 
HORUNOWYCZ VONDERSAAR AND 
RUSSIAN HERITAGE 

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Tatiana Horunowycz Vondersaar and 
Russian Heritage on the occasion of the 10th 
Annual Russian Heritage New Years Celebra-
tion, January 15, 2006. Mrs. Vondersaar’s 
contributions to the Russian community have 
touched countless lives. It is a pleasure to pay 
tribute to this illustrious community leader and, 
of course, to all Americans of Russian herit-
age who have offered so much to our great 
Nation. 

There is no doubt that America has become 
great because the American people are great. 
Coming from all parts of the globe and from 
humble beginnings, the average American is a 
priceless gift to our society and world. Without 
the common citizen, America would not have 
assumed the uncommon role she enjoys 
among the nations of the earth. Among these 
citizens are the proud and humble people of 
Russian heritage who are precious gems in 
the American mosaic. 

I can think of no better example of this 
unique heritage than Tatiana Horunowycz 
Vondersaar, who has tirelessly promoted Rus-
sian heritage among the citizens of the great 
State of Florida. Mrs. Vondersaar is a former 
president and board member of the Russian 
Heritage located in St. Petersburg, FL. The 
Russian Heritage was established to preserve 
and promote Russian heritage, culture and 
educational programs among family, friends 
and neighbors. 

Volunteering her time and talents to better 
the lives of others, Mrs. Vodersaar has been 
active on numerous committees and boards. 
She represented the St. Petersburg Inter-
national Folk Fair Society, SPIFFs, promoting 
Russian heritage and culture. Mrs. Vondersaar 
has worked with the Police Athletic League 
and educated students about the influence of 
Russian customs and traditions. She has lec-
tured at St. Petersburg College and volun-
teered her time at the Salvador Dali Museum. 
Mrs. Vondersaar has served as a translator for 
Russian immigrants for the public defender’s 
office, assisted the elderly, and participated as 
an active and leading member at St. Andrew’s 
Russian Orthodox Church. She also has 
served as treasurer of the Association of Rus-
sian Cadets, and board member of the Rus-
sian American Club. 

Mrs. Vondersaar and her husband Lee, a 
courageous veteran of World War II, are the 
proud parents of 6 children, 14 grandchildren 
and 2 great grandchildren. 

I want to commend Russian Heritage and its 
President Bill Parsons for their leadership in 
raising awareness of the rich contributions of 
Russian Americans to the United States. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in honoring all Amer-
icans of Russian descent and particularly 
Tatiana Horunowycz Vondersaar, whose spirit 
and dedication serve as a model of commit-
ment to us all. 
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TRIBUTE TO 113TH ENGINEER BAT-
TALION OF THE INDIANA ARMY 
NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise today to pay tribute to 
the 113th Engineer Battalion of the Indiana 
Army National Guard, and welcome them 
home after 1 year of serving our country hero-
ically in Iraq. 

Upon arrival, the 113th was nicknamed the 
‘‘Ironman Battalion’’ because of their links to 
northwest Indiana’s steel industry. And 
throughout the past year, these Iron men and 
women have shown a dedication to their mis-
sion, and a commitment to their country that 
truly is as strong as steel. 

Today Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to an-
nounce that soldiers of the 113th are coming 
home—coming home to be with their family 
and friends; coming home to be with their 
wives, husbands, sons, daughters, mothers 
and fathers. 

Based in Mosul, Iraq since last year, the 
soldiers of the 113th made heroic missions a 
part of their daily routine. They located and 
detonated improvised explosive devices, rein-
forced police stations and conducted combat 
patrols. 

The service of these men and women has 
not been without sacrifice. Over 40 Purple 
Hearts have been awarded to the 113th bat-
talion, each serving as a reminder of the dan-
gers our soldiers face every day. 

I welcome these soldiers home. I thank 
them for their service and sacrifice to our Na-
tion, and I pledge that our support for them is 
equal to the sacrifice they have shown our 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, the following men and women 
of the 113th have bravely served their Nation 
in Iraq, and I am honored to submit their 
names for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 

Rodolfo Alfaro Jr., Jose Luis Andujar, 
Erendira B. Ayala, Robert Kenneth 
Banaszak, Lechia Tiara Banks, Timothy 
Patrick Bishop, Jerry Joe Blackford, Ernest 
Lee Boyles, Steven Ravey Brumfield, Travis 
Allen Byrd, Andre Steven Carr, Jason Allen 
Carrera, Luis Valentin Castro, Johnathan 
Michael Clabbers, Joseph Earl Collins Jr., 
Jonathon C Creviston, Michael Brian Daake, 
Keenon Carlton Davis, Walter Joseph Dinga 
Sr., Dennis Shawn Eastman, David Michael 
Eckhard, Tyler Jacob Egli, Saleem Amin 
Elamin, Wesley Etchison, David James 
Evans, David Paul Evans, Steven Edward 
Francher, Anthony Lee Fleming, John Paul 
Furman III, Jennifer Arlene Graves, Justin 
K Greentree, Michael Crispin Guajardo, Karl 
Eugene Hausenfleck, Shalonda Moniece Hen-
derson, Andre Terrell Hillard, Paris H. 
Holeyfield, Richard Jakubowicz, Steven 
John Jesuit, Bradford Shawn Jones, William 
Michael Rich Kalina, Douglas Paul Kinger 
Jr., Gary Bernard Kinney Jr., Joshua Daniel 
Koch, Thomas Kopanda, Thomas Edward 
Kren, Mark Lathrop, John Lindsey, William 
Charles Mackey, Anthony Romon Madry, 
Garrett Emon Marshall, Leo Sharpe Mar-
shall, Scott Arnold Marshall, Nicole Dionne 
McCant, Gregory Quinn McHenry, Terry 
Dionne McQuay, Lester Dwayne McSwain, 
and James Allen Miller. 

Keith Allen Miller, William Moses Mil-
ligan, Joshua Arvino Miranda, Johnny Mel-
vin Mitchell, Rodney Dean Mitchell, Leticia 
Marie Montez, Lawrence Edward Nemcek II, 
Steven Charles Patterson, Melvin Pen-
nington Jr., Jorge Antonio Perez, Ricky Lee 
Phillips, John Edward Pitt, Peter Alan 
Pizarek, Thomas Michael Prosser, Mark Ste-
ven Reimer, Tommy Wade Roeske, Felicia 
Ronay, Briggs Obrian Rumph Jr., Alvaro 
Eneas Saenz, Berris Fitzroy Samuels Jr., 
Paul Randolph Scott Jr., Richard Dean 
Shatto, William Michael Sideris, Loretta 
Silvers, Larry Smith, Leroy Smith Jr., Jef-
frey Scott Springer, Henry Louis Stone, 
Dawn Theresa Swantko, Michael William 
Thomas, Samantha Nicole Thomas, Johnny 
A. Trinidad, Michael Ralph Via, Dontreal 
Walters, Paul Nathaniel Wilderness, Demond 
Ellis Wilkins, Chery Lynn Williams, David 
Allen Young, Michael Zinman, Alexander 
James Baker, Charles Edward Beavers, Sean 
Peter Begley, Samuel James Benford, Chris-
topher Ryan Boger, Ryan G. Bowerson, Ste-
ven Anthony Bramer Jr., Adam Joseph 
Branson, Johnathan Leon Bright, Aaron A. 
Brown, Charles Paul Bruce, Michael Joseph 
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